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The purpose of this thesis is to study the influence of Christianity in Chinese women 
education in Xiamen around 1840-1949. First of all, I will mention about traditional Chinese 
women within the society and in education. In ancient Chinese society there was barely any 
school for women; and women were deprived from the right of to receive education. Chinese 
women have been in a low social status of (“males are superior; females are inferior [男尊女
卑]”) society, and many traditional bad habits, for example, foot binding (缠足), immolation 
of Chinese women (be buried alive with the deceased[殉葬]), polygamy (one husband and 
many wives[一夫多妻]) and so on. These things became a long time of constraints and a 
status symbol for women in ancient Chinese society. After the opium war during the 19th 
century, the spreading of Christianity by missionaries who came to Xiamen influenced 
Chinese women in that region. Along with the continuous spreading of western culture and 
improvement of people's thinking, the womens’ roles also gradually changed in Xiamen. In 
addition, Christians established missionary schools which is different from traditional 
Chinese schools; and among that they set up school for women like Loktek Girls’ School (毓
德女子学校) and Hoaijin Girls’ School(怀仁女学校). This gave Chinese women an 
opportunity to study and receive education. Loktek Girls’ School is the main object of 
research and comprises the study of the history of missionaries setting up this school, the 
characteristics of the curriculum of the school, the teachers and staff of the school, the culture 
in the school and so on. This is so we can understand the influence of Christianity within this 
school. Lastly, I interviews from alumna of LGS are comprehended on what their 
impressions of this school was, what they have learned from this school and what they can 
use in their lives. 
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
 1
Chapter 1 Introduction 
1.1 The Objective and the Significant of the Research 
I am an overseas Chinese who lives in Thailand. When I was young my grandmother 
always talked about China and the stories of once living in China. Because she always talked 
about China and she always said that my generation is very fortunate, this made me interested 
in China and would like to find why she said my generation is very fortunate. Therefore, 
when I studied at College, I selected to major in Chinese because I wanted to know more 
about China. After I studied about Chinese history, Chinese culture and other classes, I found 
that in ancient Chinese society there were so many things that I did not know before, 
especially about Chinese women having no opportunity for education plus, there was the 
foot- binding in China. So this made me more interested and full of imagination about the life 
of Chinese women and led me to know why my grandmother said that my generation was 
very fortunate. However, when I had the opportunity to come to China I found that the life of 
current Chinese women is completely different from my learning. For example, they can 
study at schools, they can work like men, and there is no foot-binding. This reality is different 
from what I know. So this prompted me to study and to find out why China has changed so 
much during the last two hundred years; and what the reason and influence is that changed 
the traditional Chinese culture that has never been changed in thousands of years. 
 When I opened a book on history in China, the concept of males are superior and 
females are inferior (男尊女卑) became a reflection of the status of men and women in 
ancient Chinese society. Women were always supressed and constrained from feudal tradition 
(“Women’s Virtue is Without Talent [女子无才便是德]”). China had almost no schools 
established for girls, the women were refused entry at school doors, and they rarely go out of 
their home, their life was far away from knowledge. For a long time the feudal tradition in 
China deprived the rights of women; and this is what I had known about the life of Chinese 
women in the past. But when I gradually studied Chinese history I found that the role of 
Chinese women had changed because the spreading of Western ideas to China. In addition, 
Christianity influenced Chinese women education and helped change the role of Chinese 
women. Although the major purpose of western missionaries to China was to let Chinese 
believe in God, but the western culture and the education of Christianity had promoted the 
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school for Chinese women in Ningbo; and missionary girls’ schools started to increase. In 
1877, there were 82 missionary girls’ day schools, 39 missionary boarding schools, and there 
were 2,102 female students in total in China. 
 After the Opium War and the signing of the Convention of Nanjing, Xiamen became 
one of the first treaty ports of China that opened to international trade and became the place 
that western missionaries chose to come to evangelise. Furthermore, Gulangyu was a 
international settlement where people from England, Germany, America, France, Japan, 
Holland, Spain, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, and Sweden stayed. There 
were 13 countries represented and established on this island. There were many missionaries 
that came to Xiamen to establish a missionary school on Gulangyu; and so the missionaries 
had much influence in modern Chinese education. Hence, it is significant to study and 
research Christian culture that influenced Xiamen to know the spreading of Western ideas to 
China, and Christian influence in womens’ education. 
1.2 The Target and Scope of Research 
 The scope of my research is the influence of Christianity to modern Chinese women 
education in Xiamen. The research is from traditional Chinese women education, the 
background of Christianity, the point of views of Christianity of women that differ with 
traditional Chinese, the influence of missionary on Chinese women education in Xiamen, and 
the main research is the missionary girls’ school study from Loktek Girls’ School (毓德女校). 
The time range is from the opium war in 1840 until the set up of the People’s Republic of 
China in 1949. 
1.3 Research Methodology 
 This research was harvested from books, journals, theses, and from the media; and in 
turn dividing it into two sources: primary and secondary. The primary documents included 
the Bible, the books and the journals which are related to missions in China and the 
traditional Chinese women education. Most of the books I found at the library of Xiamen 
University; and there were some books which Prof. He Bingzhong (Sec. of ACC/LGS 
alumnus/alumna council) helped me to find. There were some journals that I found from the 













Chapter 1 Introduction 
 3
missionaries to modern Chinese women education. The library study is the main method of 
my research; through collecting the documents and then process of analyzation.   
  Because of lacking some material about LGS, I went to interview some alumna of 
LGS who still live in Xiamen and Gulangyu. They also gave me some pictures of them which 
were taken at LGS. I also went to the municipal archive of Xiamen to search for more 
materials about LGS. All of these materials are to support my thesis about the LGS; and I 
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Chapter 2 Traditional Chinese Social Women and Women’s 
Education 
 
  When I studied the ancient Chinese society (especially Chinese women), I saw that in the 
traditional society there were similarities with other countries in the past and present where 
women were oppressed and disrespected. China has a long history and every period had change 
in the society, culture, etc. The role of Chinese women has also changed through time. In early 
China, women had roles and authorities within the society. Not only to take care of the home but 
at the same time they also worked on the farm and took care of the domestic animals. It is held 
that in the past Chinese women could almost hold any function. Since they worked in the home 
and outside, they had invented several agricultural equipments and handicraft, for example, 
pottery and weaving of cloth. Because there were many developments to the society at that time, 
the Chinese women received the praise and honoring from the society. To hold that Chinese 
women had equal role with men may be more than that in the matriarchal society. In a Chinese 
history book, it was written about women and men that: “民知其母，而不知其父” which meant 
the people knew their mothers but not their fathers. From this sentence we can see that the 
Chinese women had the higher role more than the men in the past (Li Xiang Min 1999:20-21). 
 When time past, the Chinese womens’ role gradually changed. Since the development of 
social productivity and the institution of marriage, the pattern of family had changed. Due to 
physiological functions of the natural conditions between men and women were different, these 
were making the man able to assume a higher labor intensity of production in agriculture, 
handicrafts and animal husbandry; an increasingly important role for men. Then the social status 
between men and women also underwent a fundamental change. In the Shang Dynasty in China 
(1600-1046 BC), Chinese women still had a certain status in national political life. They could 
participate in rituals, divination, and have their own separate estate; and some women also served 
as official or led campaigns with the troops. But in the Western Zhou (1046-770 BC), the 
Chinese women did not have any role in the society and Chinese had the concept of “males are 
superior; females are inferior (男尊女卑)”. They did not have their own independent property 
and they had lost the power of participation in political life. At the same time, women were 
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dictionary (published in the beginning of the second century) “Shuo Wen Jie Zi”, the Chinese 
character for “woman” is an outline showing a woman with her arms folded. That says it is 
portraying the image of women who is “to yield to, to assent, to serve” (Hsiao Ying Chang, 
2009). It was thus obvious how Chinese women, for centuries, had internalized and accepted, 
without question, their subordination in society. Especially in the feudal autocratic system, the 
social status of Chinese women had declined more, they did not have control over the property 
and they were completely dependent on men. They were dominated in the politics position, no 
freedom in marriage, and they were deprived from the power of education. These show that the 
Chinese women in the past was controlled in every aspect; and it seems that they were prisoners 
in prison and they did not have freedom. 
 Chinese women in the past were restrained from the society, they were oppressed by men 
not only for their body but also their spirit. In the feudal autocratic system of China, it pressed 
Chinese women and made many women die when they were still young. In order to comprehend 
more about traditional social Chinese women and the traditional Chinese women education, I 
will deeply indicate and analyze into four perspectives. There are womens’ roles in politics, 
traditional moral thinking and culture, the traditional Chinese women education, and the 
women’s movement in China. 
2.1 The Chinese Women’s Role in Politics in the History 
In fact, Chinese history can be considered that some women had a role in politics. In the 
Spring and Autumn period (722-476 BC) there were some Chinese women who took some 
positions in the palace, but the higher title was only just a name, and they had no real power. 
Until the Tang dynasty (AD 618-907) the Chinese women in feudal society had fortune, because 
they could participate in politics. Some of them became involved in certain social activities, 
certain political positions, and gave full play to their wisdom. Particularly in the Tang Dynasty 
the emperor gave a title or rank to some Chinese women that said in Chinese “命妇”. These 
women would become powerful and they would enjoy the various rites court authorized, but in 
comparison with men, they did not have any power and did not have the power of governing in 
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